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years before from the ill-fated Bekovich CherkasskL After draining away
the water from the moat surrounding the place, the Persians made several
breaches in the walls by means of mines, and on the third day of the siege
they prepared to launch a general assault. Realising that further resistance
would be futile, the Khivans repented of their obduracy and surrendered.1

In the city of Khiva and elsewhere in Khwarizm Nadir discovered no
less than 12,000 Khurasanis2 imprisoned or enslaved ; he liberated all
these people and ordered them to be provided with horses, baggage animals,
food and money, and assigned to them as their place of residence a new town
situated at Chashma-yi-Khalanjan3 (15 miles due south of Abivard) which
he had ordered his Indian builders and craftsmen to erect on the model
of Delhi, but on a much smaller scale4 ; this town was afterwards re-
named Khivaqabad.6 It is said that he sent many of the people of Khiva
as slaves to that place, so that they might experience the same treatment
that they had meted out to their Persian captives.6

Nadir caused an inventory to be taken of everything in Khiva, and
ordered all foreigners to be brought before him. Among these were
Thompson and Hogg ; Hanway7 states that :

" Nadir Shah enquired of them what their business was. Being informed they
were merchants, he told them they were at liberty to trade through all his do-
minions ; and if any wrong was done them, and they were not redressed by his
officers, they should apply to him; they were then dismissed, and a passport was
given them. These persons reported, that many, even of the meaner soldiers in
the Persian army, had cloaths of rich silk, and plenty of Indian money."8

Besides these two Englishmen, ten Russians were found, all of whom
were slaves. Nadir liberated these men and gave each of them $o roubles
and a horse to enable them to return to their own country ; they ultimately
reached Samara in safety, under the leadership of a Russian Tatar named
Zhanaiev,9

1 Hanway, Vol. IV, p. 207 (on the authority of Thompson and Hogg).   See also the T.N., p. 223,
and the K.N., pp. 558 and 559.

* T.W., p. 223,   According to Thompson and Hogg, Nadir took away with him from Khiva

nearly 20,000 Persians whom he had liberated.
1 The correct reading of this name is difficult to establish;  it is given as above in my MS., as

" Khflijan " in the Bombay edition of the T.N. (p. 223), and as " Gelenjiah " by Jones

(V6L XII, p. 28).
4 Baywt, fed. 57 (b).   This city was to be only a quarter the size of Delhi.

* The name is sometimes written as Khiva-abad (it is from a misreading of the form Khivaqabad

that Gladwin gets his " Jieyopkabad ").   E. O'Donovan, who visited the ruins of Khiva-
qabad in 1880, gives a description of them in his book The Merv Oasis, Vol. II, pp, 78 and 80.

'Hanway, Vol. IV, p, 207.

'Ibid.

* This statement shows that the Persian troops, when searched for valuables at the Chenab

(see p. 156 above), had been allowed to retain a not inconsiderable amount of their
spoils,

f Levshin, |>. 195;  this authority states that Zhanaiev wrote a report on the siege of Khiva
wixkb. is (or was) to be found in the archives of the Orenburg Frontier Commission.